
 

3rd National Marine Art Conference 
March 4-8, 2020 

Jamestown & Williamsburg, Virginia 
 

 
After two years of anticipation, the National Marine Art Conference is back! 

Join the country’s leading marine artists, scholars, and collectors for 
presentations, demonstrations and discussions. 

During the Conference, the 18th National Exhibition will have its grand opening at 
Jamestown Settlement Museum. This will be the first opportunity to see the 

exhibition as it launches a tour to five museums over the next year and a half. 

Here is our program, and when you’re ready to register and book your hotel room, 
follow the link at the bottom of the page. 

 



Program of Events 
 
Wednesday, March 4, 2020 
 
3:30 to 5pm – Registration / Williamsburg Community Building
5 to 8pm – Join us for a Welcome Happy Hour and Pizza Dinner at the Williamsburg 
Community Building. We’ll have door prizes and games as we kick off the 
Conference!

 
 
Thursday, March 5  
 
All activities in the Williamsburg Community Building

8:30 to 9:30am – Registration 
9:00am – Formal Welcome to the National Marine Conference and Introductions 
9:15 – 10:45am  
Influences of the Moment en Plein Air  
Morgan Samuel Price, a Signature member of ASMA, will do a painting demonstration of a 
working fishing boat as viewed from the docks of Mill Pond in Apalachicola, Florida. Working 
from memory, experience and reference material, Morgan will outline her technique as she 
develops her demonstration. She will discuss how the influences of the moment alter and direct 
her choices. A plein air artist, teacher and author, Morgan will talk about the influence of personal 
observation as the best teacher of all, and why plein air painting is the most impactful experience 
for the artist who is drawn to nature. (www.morgansamuelprice.com)  
10:45 – 11:00am – Break 
 



 
 
11:00am – 12:30pm 
Painting Reality through the Process of Deconstruction 
Nancy Tankersley, an ASMA Signature member, began her career as a portraitist and later 
entered the gallery scene with figurative paintings of people at work and at leisure. In the past five 
years she has actively painted the working watermen of the Chesapeake Bay. In her demonstration, 
Tankersley will talk about how she uses the act of deconstruction of a painting to bring it closer to 
what she feels is reality. Starting with a partially complete painting, she will demonstrate her use 
of tools including palette knives, sponge rollers and various scrapers to achieve her purpose, while 
explaining the thought process that goes on while she is bringing a painting to completion. 
(www.nancytankersley.com)  
 
12:30 – 1:45pm – Lunch break. Save yourself from searching for lunch by ordering your 
lunch ahead of time. Box lunches will be delivered to the Community Building. 
 
1:45 – 3:15pm  
Painting a Seascape 
Michael Karas, an ASMA Fellow, will present an informal demonstration on painting a seascape. 
He will discuss his thought process and approach to this subject, including a description of his 
palette as well as a focus on composition and color values. Questions from the audience, while he 
is painting, will be welcome. Michael is an accomplished marine and landscape painter who has 
been painting professionally for over 45 years. He has had 33 one-man shows in selected galleries 
throughout North America and his paintings have been exhibited in museums across the United 
States. Nearly 3,000 of his paintings are included in private and corporate collections worldwide. 
(www.michaelbkaras.com)  
 
3:15 – 3:30pm – Break 
3:30 -5:00pm – Community Building 
What is your Artistic Legacy? Planning for Artists and Collectors 
Attorney Barbara Pedersen specializes in estate planning in New York, and will give a practical 
overview of the elements of an estate plan. Her emphasis will be on the important steps artists 
and collectors should take to prepare and protect your artistic legacy for the next generation. 
 
6:30pm -BBQ Dinner and Marine Art Trivia – Community Building. 
Join us for a fun casual evening with delicious Virginia barbeque (with veg options!), games and 
loads of door prizes from our sponsors. 
 



 
  
Friday, March 5 
 
8:30-9:30am – Stryker Building 
Tech Coffee Join Signature Member Nick Fox for coffee and donuts as he answers your 
questions about everything from image formatting to social media advertising to website 
management.  
9:30am-10:45am – Auditorium at Williamsburg Library 
First Look at the 18th National Exhibition Fellow and Past President Russ Kramer will 
walk us through a tour of the art of the 18th National Exhibition  
 

 
 
10:45 – 11:00am – Break 
11:00 – 12:30pm – Auditorium at Williamsburg Library 
Great Historical Marine Art 
Len Tantillo & Chris Blossom – Two renowned artists will discuss their mutual interest in history 
and research, and how they each develop that information in different ways to create their 
paintings.  

Len Tantillo, an ASMA Fellow, is a licensed architect who left the field of architecture in 1986 
to pursue a career in the fine art of historical and marine painting. Since that time, his work has 
appeared internationally in exhibitions, publications and film documentaries. The author of four 
books and the recipient of two honorary degrees, Len was elected a Fellow of the New York 
Academy of History in 2016. (www.lftantillo.com)  

Christopher Blossom, a Fellow and past President of ASMA, is known mainly for his historical 
marine paintings. He grew up on the Connecticut coast surrounded by art and boats. Study with 
his father, an illustrator, included many outdoor painting excursions, with summers spent sailing 
and exploring the New England coast. Chris exhibits nationally, and his award-winning work has 
been featured in many publications, including most recently The Saturday Evening Post, which 



wrote, “Third-generation artist Christopher Blossom is regarded as one of the greatest nautical 
painters of our time.”  

 

12:30 – 1:30pm  Lunch – If you don’t want to miss anything by searching for lunch, pre-order 
a box lunch for delivery to the Community Center, where the afternoon’s presentations will be 
held. 
 
1:30 – 3:00pm – Community Building 
Atmosphere, Light and the Sea  

William R. Davis, an ASMA Fellow, will focus on painting atmosphere, light and the sea, 
demonstrating a simpler path to creating complex cloud structure and the reflections it casts on 
water. Painting a vessel will be secondary, or a side-note, to the more important use of light, 
tonality and producing a very convincing sky that is in harmony with water. Bill Davis grew up 
on Cape Cod at a time when it was a much quieter summer vacation land. After a childhood 
learning to sail beetle cats and other locally built gaff rigged wooden boats, he later started painting 
early maritime ships. Enjoying rapid recognition for his work, Bill has exhibited nationally for 37 
years. He continues to paint at his studio in Harwich, MA. and en plain air along the New England 
coast each year. (www.williamrdavis.net)  

3:15 – 4:30pm – Community Building 
The Light and Textures of Nature 
Mark Shasha, a Signature member of ASMA, is an artist, author, illustrator and educator. A plein 
air and studio artist who paints the light and textures of nature in the traditional style, Mark will 
demonstrate his approach to painting a seascape from the first step of creating an inviting 
composition with accurate values to the finishing touches of coastal textures, sand, rocks and 
reflections on water. ( www.markshasha.com)  
 
6 – 8:00pm  – Jamestown Settlement Museum 
Opening Reception – This is the grand opening of the 18th National Exhibition of the 
American Society of Marine Artists. 
 
Open Evening 
  
Saturday, March 7 



 
All daytime activities at Jamestown Settlement  
9-10:30am Annual General Meeting – Please plan to attend our annual business meeting! 
 

 
 
10:30am-12:30pm Paint out – Pack your pochade and paints and bundle up and paint on the 
grounds of Jamestown Settlement, including the historic waterfront. Weather permitting, of course. 
 
12:30-1:30pm Lunch – Visit the Jamestown Settlement Café for a cozy meal before the 
afternoon presentations.  
 
1:30-2:30pm  
Painting History 
Patrick O’Brien, a Signature member of ASMA, is an award- winning artist whose striking 
paintings depict the classic age of sail. The National Maritime Historical Society has awarded their 
Distinguished Service Award in recognition of his body of artwork. In 2010 the U. S. Naval 
Academy Museum mounted an exhibition featuring twenty-eight oil paintings by the artist. He has 
won the top prizes at the prestigious Mystic International Marine Art Exhibition.  
 
3-4pm  
Keynote Speaker 
The Marine Paintings of John Singer Sargent 
Sarah Cash, co-authored the book “John Singer Sargent and the Sea” with Richard Ormond. 
Sarah’s address will focus on Sargent’s marine oils and watercolors. The painter had a lifelong 
passion for the sea, an interest that manifested itself in a remarkable but relatively little-known 
body of work dating from his very early years to late in his life.  
 
Sarah Cash is Associate Curator of American and British Paintings at the National Gallery of Art, 
Washington D.C. Previously she served as curator of American art at the Corcoran Gallery of Art, 
director of the Maier Museum of Art at Randolph-Macon Woman’s College, and Assistant Curator 
at the Amon Carter Museum. She has also held positions at Yale University Art Gallery and the 
National Portrait Gallery, in addition to previous positions at the National Gallery of Art. Sarah 
Cash received her B.A. in Art History from Smith College and an M.A. from the Williams College 
Graduate Program in the History of Art. She is a 2014 fellow in the Center for Curatorial 
Leadership and a graduate of the Museum Management Institute in Berkeley, California. She 



serves on the national advisory board of Reynolda House Museum of American Art in Winston-
Salem, North Carolina.  
 

 
 
6:15-10pm Captain’s Dinner – the Tidewater Room, Williamsburg Lodge 
Our pinnacle event features a four-course dinner, presentation of the Lifetime Achievement Award 
to Burchenal Green of National Maritime Historical Society, and the much-anticipated awarding 
of raffled original works of art by Fellows of ASMA! 
 
Burchenal Green is President and Executive Director of the National Maritime Historical Society. 
ASMA is recognizing her for her many accomplishments in preserving maritime history and 
educating the public about its importance. 

She served on the National Advisory Board for the Commemoration of the Bicentennial of the 
War of 1812 and the Star-Spangled Banner, and she serves on the steering committee for the 
triennial Maritime Heritage
Conferences. She was awarded the 2018 National Maritime Heritage Conference Award of 
Distinction and serves on the advisory board for the American Caribbean Maritime Foundation.  
 
The President Emeritus of NMHS, Peter Stanford, helped found ASMA and Burchie Green has 
nurtured cooperation between the organizations and been an ardent supporter of our Society’s 
mission. We are grateful to Burchie and proud to recognize all she has done for maritime history 
and maritime art. 
 
Sunday, March 8 
 
Open day 
 
*Disclaimer: Schedule and presentations may change due to unforeseen circumstances. 

 
Click Here to Begin Registration 

 
We greatly appreciate the support of our sponsors! 



American Art Review Magazine 
Blick Art Materials 

Gamblin 
Golden Paints 

Princeton Artist’s Colors 
Rosemary & Company 

Royal Thalens 
Streamline Publishing 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Raffle Tickets 
Be sure to purchase tickets for your opportunity to win beautiful original works of art 

donated by the Fellows of ASMA! 
Tickets are a bargain at $25 each or 5 for $100. 


