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With Foreword by William S. Dudley, Ph.D., 
Former Director of Naval History for the United States Navy  

EXPANDED EDITION WITH OVER 90 FULL COLOR ILLUSTRATIONS

Praise for the video documentary upon which this book is based:

“The Naval War of 1812 Illustrated is a dynamic, forward thinking, electronic masterpiece, engaging all of us in 
an historic educational experience. It is by far the best and most balanced video history to have been produced 
during the 1812 Bicentennial.”

“I consider the new American Society of Marine Artists’ video documentary on the Naval War of 1812 - 1815 to 
be a brilliant, original, and exciting educational tool.” 

“It demonstrates in many ways that today’s Navy is still fighting similar battles to defend our nation and keep the 
seas free for the world’s commerce. The War of 1812-1815 taught us lessons about the value of preparedness and 
the need for constant readiness to keep the sea-lanes open.” 

William S. Dudley, Ph.D. 
Former Director of the Naval History and Heritage Command of the United States Navy

“The U.S. Navy came of age in the conflict, defeating the Royal Navy in 13 of 25 engagements on the high seas. 
Frigates like USS Constitution, commanded by talented officers and manned by skilled crews, ranked among the 
finest ships of their class in the world. The American Society of Marine Artists’ documentary explores this rich 
naval legacy in detail, as well as the important roles played by the Marine Corps and  
Revenue Cutter Service.”

“The documentary is a valuable resource for the Navy League, members of the U.S. maritime constituency, and 
teachers. It is especially well-suited for educating U.S. school-age youth, about a significant chapter in the U.S. 
Navy’s history as well as the enduring importance of sea power to U.S. national security. Bravo Zulu!”

Gordon Peterson
U. S. Navy (Retired) and former Military Legislative Assistant for U.S. Senator Jim Webb.

Quoted from his review of the video in the U.S. Navy League’s magazine SEA POWER

Charles Raskob Robinson is the Executive Director and author of 
the video documentary, a four-hour series created with the 
assistance of sixty museums and historical societies in Europe, the Unit-
ed Kingdom, Canada and the United States and produced in conjunc-
tion with the United States Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard. 
He is a Fellow of the American Society of Marine Artists (ASMA) that produced 
the video. It is the nation’s oldest and largest not-for profit marine art organization. 

See: www.naval-war-of-1812-illustrated.org and www.americansocietyofmarineartists.com

Cover illustration: USS Constitution Meets the HMS Guerriere
by Robert Sticker, Fellow/ASMA (1922-2011).
Cover design by Michael J. Killelea, Signature Member ASMA.
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This book is based on the ASMA video 
documentary that the former Director of the  
Naval History and Heritage Command of the 
United States Navy, William S. Dudley, Ph.D., 
described as “a dynamic, forward thinking, 
electronic masterpiece that is by far the best  
and most balanced video history to have been 
produced during the 1812-1815 Bicentennial.” 
Dr. Dudley contributed the Foreword.

Link to the video: 
www.naval-war-of-1812-illustrated.org

NEW from the AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MARINE ARTISTS (ASMA)

The Naval War of
1812-1815

Foundation of America’s Maritime Might 

CONTAINS OVER 100 FULL COLOR  
PAINTINGS BY MEMBERS OF ASMA

The book tells the exciting story about how 
the young American Republic established 
the United States Navy, Marine Corps and 
Revenue Cutter Service (the predecessor to 
the Coast Guard), designed and built the most 
powerful class of frigate in the world, trained 
its seamen in gunnery and naval warfare and 
gained battle experience in the Quasi-War 
with France in 1798-1800 and the Barbary 
War (“Shores of Tripoli”) in 1801-1805.

U.S. Frigate Constitution at Sea 
By John Stobart, Fellow Emeritus of ASMA

The United States was a neutral nation in a  
world where European powers were locked 
in a death struggle. When it could no longer 
tolerate interference with its maritime 
commerce and the impressment of its 
sailors into the Royal Navy, it declared war 
against Great Britain in the “Second War of 
Independence” in 1812.Gun Deck Aft 

By Robert Sticker (1922-2011) 
Fellow of the American Society of Marine Artists

Lessons learned then are still relevant in 
today’s very uncertain world. In this era of 
fighting sail when ships were made of wood 
and men of iron, the narrator takes us into the 
action of the three principal theaters of the 
conflict: The war on blue water of the Atlantic, 
Pacific and Indian Oceans; the war on the lakes 
along the northern border with British North 
America (Canada) and the war on brown 
water of American bays, sounds, estuaries and 
rivers from Maine to New Orleans.

U.S. Frigate United States 
By Geoffrey Hunt, Member of the American Society  

of Marine Artists and Member and Past President  
of the Royal Society of Marine Artists

In the words of the current Secretary of the  
Navy Ray Mabus: “(In the future) whatever 
unknown seas this still young and expanding 
nation will have sailed, our maritime services 
will still recognize their voyage began, in  
earnest, in the War of 1812.”

Battle of Lake Erie 
By Patrick Lyons O’Brien, Signature Member of ASMA

Bombardment of Fort McHenry 
By Mark Myers, Fellow Emeritus of ASMA and Member  

and Past President of the Royal Society of Marine Artists

Sailor’s Return from the Sea 
By Leonard Francis Tantillo, Fellow of ASMA

The book can be purchased 
online at Amazon.com,  

or in bookstores.

The Epilogue traces the history 
of American maritime services 
over the following 200 years.

U.S.S. Intrepid at Okinawa 
By Richard C. Moore, Signature Member  

and  Past President of ASMA

There are two editions both with the same soft color cover: 

•  A black and white, 6” x 9” version with 133 pages and a dozen
illustrations that retails for $15.95 - available at Amazon.com.

•  A full color, 8” x 10” version with a total of 142 pages that includes
over one hundred full color illustrations by ASMA artists and
retails for $29.95 - available at Amazon.com.

Each chapter bristles with action.

All proceeds from sales of the books go to ASMA, the nation’s oldest and 
largest professional not-for-profit educational organization dedicated to 
marine art and history. www.americansocietyofmarineartists.com

http://naval-war-of-1812-illustrated.org
http://www.createspace.com/5262091
http://www.createspace.com/5267312
http://www.americansocietyofmarineartists.com



